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Article 10, paragraph 2, of the Convention requities Parties, at their meetings, to keep
under continuous review the implementation of tbewéntion on the basis of regular
reporting by the Parties. Through decision 1/8, Meeting of the Parties established a
reporting mechanism whereby each Party is requesiasdbmit a report to each meeting pf
the Parties on the legislative, regulatory and otheeasures taken to implement the
Convention, and their practical implementation, @atng to a reporting format annexed {o
the decision. For each meeting, the secretaria¢giested to prepare a synthesis report
summarizing the progress made and identifying @pyifscant trends, challenges and
solutions. The reporting mechanism was further dge=l through decision 11/10, which
addressed, inter alia, the issue of how to prepiheesecond and subsequent reports.

* This document was submitted after the third mgetinthe Parties in accordance with Decision [6fGhe

Meeting of the Parties (ECE/MP.PP/2008/2/Add.7)hgdalled upon all Parties that had been parti#iseatime of
the deadline for submission of the implementategports and that had failed to submit such reporteé secretariat
to do so by 15 September 2008. The document widldpesidered, inter alia, by the Compliance Commitied the
Working Group of the Parties.
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l. PROCESS BY WHICH THIS REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED

1. The main part of the Report was prepared by spstsaif the Ministry of Environment
(MoE) of the Republic of Lithuania and of its suthoiate body, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), responsible for the implementationthef Convention. In preparing this Report,
laws of the Republic of Lithuania, internationategments, websites of public and municipal
authorities and other information available to mvided by them were used. The Report also
drew on comments on the implementation of the Cotiwe on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-making and Access toidesh Environmental Matters (Aarhus
Convention) received from a coalition of Lithuaniemvironmental non-governmental
organizations (NGOSs) that comprises the Baltic Eonvnental Forum — the presiding
organization, the association Atgaja, the Lithuar$aciety of Ornithologists, the Lithuanian
Fund for Nature, the Environmental Information Genthe Public Establishment Water House,
the Environmental Centre for Administration and fAiralogy (ECAT — Lithuania), and the
Initiative for Sustainable Development. The comrmerid proposals presented in the NGOs’
review were taken into account and used in drawmghe final version of the Report. In 2005,
the Environmental Centre for Administration and fiealogy, in cooperation with other
Lithuanian NGOs, carried out a study on the opputyuo receive information on
environmental issues, to participate in decisiorkin@and to obtain access to justice in
environmental matters under the methods of the ggtdtiative (TAI). The Access Initiative is
a global coalition of groups that represent puinlierests. These groups cooperate in seeking to
ensure public access to information, participatiodecision-making and access to justice in
environmental matters. The coalition is headedhleyNGOs of the Global Resources Institute
(United States of America), the Environmental Maragnt and Law Association (Hungary)
and other countries, public authorities and rediand intergovernmental organisations. Based
on these methods, 2006 also saw an assessmentirainemental democracy in Europe. On the
basis of a study, the National Cultural Heritagen@uossion at the meeting of 23 05 2008
estimated Aarhus Convention realisation in Lithaani

Il. PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING
THE REPORT

2. In analysing the main definitions of the Aarhus @emtion, account has been taken of the
fact that recently a number of errors of the Cotieers translation have been identified
officially, and the conformity of the Lithuaniaratislation to the text of the Convention in the
Convention’s official languages (English and Frerashthe Convention is a part of European
Union law) and in other languages of the EuropenaiotJ(EU) Member States has been
reviewed in the European Commission and in Lithadgm accordance with an assignment of
the Government Office to the Ministry of Environnmierlso, the practice of the Court of
Justice of the European Communities has been fakeonsideration, which has repeatedly
stressed that provisions of Community law are drapin many languages, and different
linguistic versions are equally binding. Thus, ifterpretation of provisions of Community law
means a comparison of texts in different languagéwere a difference exists in wordings, the



ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/LTULT
U
Page 3

ambiguous provision should be interpreted in acocd with the taxonomy and purpose of a
law. An interdisciplinary task force has been getas well, which includes professionals from
different disciplines and public representatived has the purpose of drawing up draft
amendments to laws and other regulations.
[ll. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMP LEMENTING
THE GENERAL PROVISIONS IN PARAGRAPHS 2, 3, 4, 7 AND 8 OF ARTICLE 3

Article 3, paragraph 2

3. The year 2000 witnessed the passinghefLaw on the Right to Receive Information from
State and Municipal AuthoritigdNo VIII-1524). In 2005, an amended version of ltla@v on the
Right to Receive Information from State and Muritfuthorities of the Republic of Lithuania
(No X-383) came into force under a new title of taev on the Right to Receive Information
from State and Municipal Authorities and BodiBsrsuant to this Law, the representative for
information shall provide full assistance to indivals and provide guidance in exercising their
rights. The procedure for servicing individualglso regulated by the Description of the
Standard Procedure for Servicing Citizens and GBieesons in Public Administration and Other
Institutions, No 463, approved by a resolutionh&f Government of the Republic of Lithuania in
2006. The first version of this description wasiess in 2002 by Resolution of the Republic of
Lithuania No 1491 On Approval of the Standard Pdare for Servicing Citizens and Other
Persons in Public Administration and Other Insititas.

4.  An amendment to Resolution of the Government oRbpublic of Lithuania No 198 of
2005 On Resolution of the Government of the RepulfliLithuania No 1175 On the Procedure
for Public Access to Environmental Information e tRepublic of Lithuania of 22 October 1999
presented a new wording of this Resolution undettitte “Procedure for Public Access to
Environmental Information in the Republic of Litmia” (hereinafter, the Procedure). Under the
provisions thereof, public and municipal authostshall appoint a unit or an employee
responsible for access to information.

5. Resolution of the Government of the Republic ohu#ania No 1079 of 18 09 1996
approved the Regulation on Public Hearings on Drafid-Use Planning Documentation, while
Resolution of the Government of the Republic ohu@nia No 904 of 16 07 2004 On the
Amendment to Resolution of the Government of thpuRdic of Lithuania No 1079 of 18
September 1996 On the Approval of the RegulatioRwalic Hearings on Draft Land-Use
Planning Documentation presented an amended vesfitie Regulation under the new title
“The Regulation on Public Participation in the Lddse Planning Procedure”. The Regulation
on Public Participation was amended in accordanttethe requirements of tHeaw on the
Amendment to the Law on Land-Use Planrang, after assessing the practice of application o
these requirements, was approved by ResolutiomeoGovernment of the Republic of Lithuania
No 247 of 14 March 2007. This Regulation is compoigor state and municipal authorities and
bodies and for legal and natural persons involwedrawing up land-use planning
documentation. The document regulates the procddupblic participation in the land-use
planning procedure and defines procedures thatretise publicity of drawing up
documentation of general, special and detailed-lesglplanning.



ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/LTU
Page 4

Article 3, paragraph 3

6. Resolution of the Government of the Republic ohuania No 1062 of 2007 approved The
National Programme of Education for Sustainabledlgyment in 2007-2015 (Official Gazette
Valstykés Zinios2007, No 106-4348). The purpose of the NationatjRrmme of Education for
Sustainable Development in 2007-2015 (hereindfiProgramme) is to provide conditions for
education for sustainable development, to imprasadity of formal and non-formal education,
self-education and public awareness, so that duamyan were capable of contributing to
sustainable development in person, through higftefessional career and participation in
public life, on a local and global scale. The gafahe Programme is to improve education
activities of different public authorities and beslifor the purpose of increasing awareness of
sustainable development and its importance amasidarts, organisations, companies,
communities and society; to build the capacityuealand incentives of all members of society
for democratic and responsible action — to contelta the implementation of the sustainable
development targets, and to build institutionalazaty for active participation in sustainable
development procedures. The National Programmelot&ion for Sustainable Development in
2007-2015 has been drafted by taking into accdenNational Sustainable Development
Strategy approved by Resolution of the Governmétii@Republic of Lithuania No 1160 of 11
September 2003 (Official GazeMalstytes Zinios 2003, No 89-4029), and the provisions of the
National Education Strategy for 2003—2012 apprdwe&esolution of the Parliament of the
Republic of Lithuania No IX-1700 of 4 July 2003 {©Ofal GazetteValstylss Zinios 2003, No
71-3216). The Programme is an integral part ofatteon plan of the United Nations Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development. The measfrét®e Programme are designed by taking
into consideration the sustainable developmentigige indicated in the National Sustainable
Development Strategy, as well as the strategicigians of sustainable development of the EU
and the Baltic Sea region and other relevant doatsrn sustainable development. For the
purposes of the Programme, the definition “sustdedevelopment” is a compromise among
environmental, economic and social goals of sodledy gives opportunities to attain general
well-being of present and future generations withoareasing the permissible environmental
impact.

Article 3, paragraph 4

7. The establishment and activities of associatiomlsaher public organisations are

regulated by the Law on Associations of the ReputdliLithuania. Article 7 of théaw on
Environmental Protection of the Republic of Lithizadefines the rights of individuals, public
organizations and other legal and natural personsistent with all the rights described in the
Convention. Cooperation with environmental NGQOals® provided for in a number of laws
regulating environmental protection, constructiand-use planning and other areas of activity,
in the MoE plans and strategies and in other doatsna public and municipal authorities.

Funds for environmental education and informatibthe public are usually allocated from the
Environmental Protection Support Programme of tapuRlic of Lithuania. The MoE closely
cooperates with NGOs. Representatives of envirotsh®&GOs sit on the Panel of the MoE as
equals with environmental experts and represesmt¥ research and educational organisations.
The Panel is an advisory body which reviews keydsdan the activities of the Ministry,
discusses priority policy issues and objectivethefMinistry and hears reports and presentations
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of heads of subordinate agencies, and other isShesMoE Advisory Council is another body
that acts in the advisory capacity. The Counatlosiprised of representatives of research and
educational institutions and NGOs who discuss thei&sues on the use of natural resources,
land-use planning, construction and other issuésmihe competence of the MoE. The Council
reviews strategies, action programmes, drafts gbntaws, in particular those which may affect
public interests. The Council provides guidelineshie Minister on decisions to be adopted.

8. Projects of NGOs may also be funded from specialiaipal support programmes for
environmental protection defined limw of the Republic of Lithuania No IX-1607 on 8pecial
Programme for Municipal Support to Environmentabtection which defines the sources of
funding for the programme and the procedure of th&e. The sources for funding of both
general and special municipal programmes are #estan air pollution, a percentage of the fee
paid by users of hunting areas for the use of gaseurces, voluntary contributions and other
legally obtained funds. Pursuant to Order No. 53®i® Minister of Environment of 2003 On
the Approval of the Form of the Report on the Immpdatation of Measures under the Special
Programme for Municipal Support to EnvironmentaidtBction, the Instructions for Completion
and the List on Environmental Measures, each mpality has to report on the use of these
funds.

Article 3, paragraph 7

9. The principles of the Convention have not only bapplied domestically but have also
influenced international activities and decisiorede on this level. The provisions of the
Convention are applied on the EU level, an AgerdéoR the Baltic Sea Region — Baltic 21,
aimed at sustainable development.

10. Agreement on the procedure of information of althes and the public of an EU Member
State liable to experience significant environmkeintpacts is reached during transboundary
consultations. This procedure should ensure thtabaties and the public of EU Member States
liable to experience significant environmental irtggareceive information on the opportunities
to provide their opinion on the decision to be taked on where one could have access to the
approved document on land-use planning, to thevemtihat determined the choice of
alternative solutions and to the measures of mongdhe impact of implementation of the land-
use planning document, as well as to informatiolan the environmental issues were
integrated in the land-use planning document ankloan account was taken of information
provided in the Strategic Environmental Impact Asseent Report, conclusions of strategic
environmental impact assessment subjects, propwsaisthe public and the results of
transboundary consultations, if any.

Article 3, paragraph 8

11. The Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania statieat everyone will have the right to
hold opinions and freely express them. No one neagrevented from seeking, receiving and
imparting information and ideas. Freedom of expaesdreedom to receive and impart
information may not be restricted in any way ottiem by law and when it is necessary for the
protection of health, dignity, private life, and rals, or for the defence of the constitutional
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order.Freedom of expression and freedom to impart inféionashall be incompatible with
criminal actions — incitement of national, racialigious, or social hatred, violence or
discrimination, slander or disinformation.

12. In Lithuania, the Aarhus Convention was ratifiedlayv of the Republic of Lithuania No
IX-449 on the Ratification of the Convention onésscto Information, Public Participation in
Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Envirortalevatters(Official Gazettevalstyles
Zinios, 2001, No 73-2565).

IV. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 3

13. The requirements of the laws and other regulatwadeing implemented. On the other
hand, efficient application of these provisions a@ms a target that requires considerable time
input and human, financial and other resources.

14. According to representatives of the NGOs, the Yoty obstacles have been encountered:

(&) Under the Lithuanian legal framework, publicatidrdoaft documents is obligatory,
so that the public could have access to them apgesg its comments. However, in most cases
the public does not have effective access to infian on the possibility to provide comments
on such documents and is not encouraged to do ast. dften there is a lack of feedback (there
is no mechanism in place), and the authority inedlin decision-making fails to explain
whether comments and proposals from the public weken into account. Submittal of a draft
document for public consideration in most case®ddp on the authority involved in decision-
making. Quite often the authority involved in démismaking fails to provide for public
participation in the procedures of monitoring thmliementation of decisions taken and of
review of decisions;

(b) Planners, especially in case of a potential cardfiénterests, fulfil the requirements
of the laws, but they have no interest whatsoaveublic participation in hearings. The major
part of information (articles, meetings and camps)ds provided by active local communities
and environmental groups, scientists and reporfeqserience shows that public involvement in
hearings of projects may be very important in impating the proposed activities. On the other
hand, in most cases the public is not ready to teaarguments and is negatively predisposed.
Without environmental awareness, the public iscapable of formulating constructive and
justified proposals. Regretfully, the public isesftmanipulated when seeking private interests.
Due to the low awareness of civil society, parétipn often begins after decisions and
investments have already been made, as partiaipititne planning phase is nonexistent or
formal because of both the passiveness and reketamnindifference of organisers of planning.

V. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 3



ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/LTULT
U
Page 7

15. Assistance to individuals wishing to exercise thigints is, first of all, provided by
contacting the representative for information giublic or municipal authority (for example, the
Public Information Division acts as the represewator information in the MoE), whereby
information is provided by phone, during visitsthe authority and via e-mail replies. If specific
information is necessary, citizens are advisedpegislists of a relevant area. For example, the
monthly schedule of appointments with the MoE splésts is published on the Ministry’s
website and the representative for information jshiels contact information of the Ministry on
its website, provides it to all news agencies byrghand includes it in the information
publications. On a local basis, the functions ofiemmental information centres are carried out
by Regional Environmental Protection DepartmentERRSs) and agencies of cities and regions
in the immediate proximity to the residents of esarhitorial unit in Lithuania. They also

provide different information by phone, e-mail,edit consultations or in writing. The bulletin
boards or websites of most municipal and otheraiites feature the procedure for service
provision and contact numbers. For example, thesitebf the Vilnius Municipality has a toll-
free phone number for information on environmergsiies. The websites of other municipalities
indicate which specialist should be contacted #&otipular information, while others have a
separate section with the list of information wighevant links.

16. The Paneé&Zys Municipality administration is completing susstil implementation of the
project Environmental Education of Society (BPD2@RPF-1.3.0-05-06/0021), which is co-
financed by the European Union and supported byr#émublic of Lithuania.

17. The start date of the project was 1 January 20@iewts end date was 30 June 2008. The
main objective of the project is to increase actegnvironmental information in the city of
Pane¥zys and to promote an environmentally-friendly wedyife and environmental self-
awareness of Pangiys residents in the spheres of waste managemerking) water supply,

air pollution and noise prevention.

18. The Pane&zys Nature School has set up an environmentalrirddon centre
(EKOINFO), which contains visual aids and carries @nvironmental education activities.
Visitors have an opportunity to get familiar witketprinciples of waste management and the
water-to-user supply scheme and to receive infaondtandouts on environmental issues.

19. Environmental information is provided to the pubiiat only by the representative for
information of an authority or the press officeo®sion of information is also initiated through
environmental education projects and the media.MbE publishes annual reviews of the state
of the environment and information publicationsadh@uts and posters. Theme and information
campaigns according to the approved prioritiecarelucted. Environmental information is
disseminated via the Internet, the press, confeserseminars and other information channels.
Promotion of awareness is focused on the aspettshaviour with the immediate environment.
The MoE and its subordinate bodies also take partiucational projects of other organisations
or institutions (e.g. environmental schools, the&®rKey, etc.). In 2003, 41 measures of public
information and environmental education were immatad with the funds of the Environmental
Protection Support Programme. The website of theidttly publishes information on the
activities of its units and reports.
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20. In 2004, the Minister of Environment A. Kundrotagred agreements of the MoE on
cooperation in the field of environmental qualitamagement with dozens of national research
and educational institutions. These agreementaiared at increasing the importance of applied
science, facilitating the efficient use of informegit available in the fields of the state of the
environment and environmental protection, and ptamyanore active involvement of research
and educational institutions in the activitiesmernational environmental information networks.
The agreements specify the commitments of thegsaini the fields of collection, analysis,
scientific evaluation of environmental data andiniation, as well as exchange of information
and expertise. The parties also collaborated poitiie agreements, but these agreements will
serve as a legal basis for cooperation.

21. Public and municipal authorities also organise paudicipate in environmental education
projects according to their approved prioritiese3é projects are funded by special municipal
environmental support programmes and other soufteslevel of activity in this area varies
considerably from one municipality to another.

22. The following manuals have been issued:Ntamual of Environmental Impact Assessment
and the Manual of Strategic Environmental Impacessment of Plans and Programnigse
purpose of these manuals is to disseminate infeomah the transposition of the provisions of
directives on environmental impact assessment @atkgic environmental impact assessment
into the national law. The manuals contain gragh@rts that show individual stages of the
assessment course and procedures, and give a d@npiee description of methods of
environmental impact assessment and strategicamagntal impact assessment. Both manuals
have been published on the MoE website. Copieseofrtanuals have been forwarded to the
Martynas Mazvydas National Library, the Lithuanieechnical Library and libraries of

scientific institutions, and distributed at workgsdo design institutions, organisers of
environmental impact documents, state authoritresjicipalities and NGOs.

23. The MoE and its subordinate bodies are involveaktive cooperation with environmental
NGOs, implementing joint projects and providing huetological and other assistance. In 2003,
the Public Information Division of the MoE took par 20 joint projects (15 in 2002) with
NGOs. These projects were funded by the Environatéirbtection Support Programme. They
can also be funded by the Structural Funds, foraggistance programmes administered by the
Government and other sources. The Programme fardemeental Information and Promotion
of Environmental Education for the Lithuanian Palaind the Action Plan 2004-2006, as
approved by the order of the Minister of Environmi@r2004, were also developed with a view
of ensuring the successful use of the EU Structewalls under Measure 1.3 Improvement of
Environmental Quality and Prevention of Environna¢mamage of the Lithuanian Single
Programming Document (SPD) 2004-2006. Under thesaorea for public information and
ecological education provided for in the actiomptd this programme, public authorities,
administrations of municipalities and countiesywal as NGOs will be able to submit
applications for funding.
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24. In cooperation with environmental NGOs, the EPAgarts their activities in
environmental education projects, by publishinginfation on the contents of such projects and
events organised on the EPA website, appointingpigialists to participate in events of NGOs
that present relevant information on the statdefanvironment and measures for its
management to the public, as well as providingniaet and laboratory assistance in
demonstrating the means and the importance of@mviental research.

VI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 3

25. Addresses of the websites of the Ministry’s sulbmaite bodies and NGOs are available on
the website of the MoE atww.am.lIt

26. Addresses of the websites of municipalities arel@vi@ on the website of the Association
of Local Authorities in Lithuania atyww.Isa.lt

27. Information on land-use planning is published anlebsites of municipalities and in the
local press.

VIl. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMEN  TING
THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATI ON IN
ARTICLE 4

Relevant definitions
Public authority

28. Public and municipal authorities and bodies aréndefin theLaw on Public Service of the
Republic of LithuanigOfficial Gazettevalstylps Zinios 2002, No 45-1708). “Public and
municipal authorities and bodies” mean electivénarities, authorities of the head of the State
and executive and judiciary authorities, law enéonent authorities and offices, authorities and
offices concerned with audit and control (supeon$j and other public and municipal
authorities and offices that are funded from thigonal budget or local budgets and State
monetary funds and that are granted the powersldfggadministration by the law.

Environmental information

29. The term “environmental information”, as used ia tiational legislation, is consistent
with that used in the Convention. In Lithuaniasttérm is defined in theaw on Environmental
Protection and the Procedure for Public Accessnwitbnmental Information in the Republic of
Lithuania (Official Gazettevalstylkes Zinios 2005, No 26-831).

The public
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30. The term “the public” used in the documents thgtifate access to information is
consistent with that used in the Convention. Thelipuneans one or more natural or legal
persons, and their associations, organizationsoupg.

Article 3, paragraph 9

31. The amended version of thaw on the Right to Receive Information from State

Municipal Authorities of the Republic of Lithuar(i@fficial GazetteValstykés Zinios 2005, No
139-5008) defines the term “applicarts a national of the Republic of Lithuania, aorai of a
state that is a signatory of the Agreement on tr®gean Economic Area, a foreign national
who holds permit for residence in the Republic miliania or a group of these persons, a legal
person of the Republic of Lithuania, legal personether organisations registered in a state that
is a signatory of the Agreement on the Europeamé&ic Area, or their representative offices
and subsidiaries set up in the Republic of Lithaani

Article 4, paragraph 1

32. Under article 17(1) of theaw on the Right to Receive Information from State

Municipal Authorities of the Republic of Lithuar(@fficial Gazettevalstytés Zinios 2005, No
139-5008), information may be made available tcapplicant, taking into account his/her
request, in verbal form, by allowing him/her to Baccess to the document, by providing a
statement, an extract from the document or a hapgt thereof, an electronic medium, a video or
audio recording or access to an information filéhé form in which information is to be made
available is not indicated in the request, an aitthehall make the information available in the
form of the request received.

Article 4, paragraph 1 (a)

33. Pursuant tesection 7 of the Procedure for Public Access tafenmental Information in
the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazett@alstyl¥s Zinios 2005, No 26-831), access to
information is given to the applicants without aterest having to be stated.

Article 4, paragraph 1 (b)

34. According to sections 8 and 9 of the Procedurédidslic Access to Environmental
Information in the Republic of Lithuania (Offici@azettevalstylzs Zinios 2005, No 26-831),
information is made available to the applicantie torm he/she desires. If the applicant does
not state how the information should be made abkilar if technical reasons prevent the
authority from making the information availabletive desired form, or if this information has
already been made public in any other form or thiaip authority thinks that it would be
reasonable to make this information available iotlaer form, such information shall be made
available in the form chosen by the public autlygiity stating the reasons).

Article 4, paragraph 2
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35. According to sections 11 and 13 of the Procedur@tdlic Access to Environmental
Information in the Republic of Lithuania (Offici@azettevalstyls Zinios 2005, No 26-831),
information shall be made available to the applicemlater than within 14 calendar days from
the date of receipt of the request. If any add#lanaterial or verification is required for drawing
up the reply, the applicant shall receive the repthin 14 calendar days from the date of receipt
of a reply from another authority. If due to thepe and complexity of information requested
the authority is not capable of responding to fhygiaant within 14 calendar days, the head of
such authority may extend the deadline for theyrégpl up to 14 calendar days, but the whole
period may not be longer than one month from rec#ithe request.

Article 4, paragraph 3 and 4

36. Chapter Il of the Procedure for Public Access twiEbnmental Information in the

Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazetialstykés Zinios 2005, No 26-831) gives a list of cases
when public authorities may exempt environmentidrimation from disclosure. This list is
almost identical to the list given in the Conventié request for environmental information may
be refused if: the public authority to which thguest is addressed does not hold the
environmental information requested and is notgaalito have it under any laws; the request is
formulated in too general a manner or is manifastifeasonable and the applicant, when asked
in writing, fails to make it more specific; the texst concerns information and data in the course
of collection or preparation or which are not yeigessed.

37. Section 18 of the Procedure for Public Access tafenmental Information in the
Republic of Lithuania (Official GazetMalstykes Zinios 2005, No 26-831) stipulates that public
authorities also refuse to make available inforarati such availability: disclosed information
that under the law constitutes a state or an affgecret; infringed upon the state security and
defence interests protected by the law; infringedruthe lawful right of a person to receive a
fair trial or, in accordance with the law, were soiered an obstruction for judiciary or public
authorities to conduct an enquiry into or a headhg criminal, civil or administrative case
(procedure); disclosed information that under thgomal or EU law constitutes a commercial
(industrial) secret, or constituted a violatiortloé confidentiality of statistical data and
information on tax payers protected by the law;stibuted a violation of copyrights or
neighbouring osui generigights protected by the law; constituted a viaatof the legal
protection of personal data, except for casesdawin in theLaw on Legal Protection of
Personal Data of the Republic of Lithuarfi@fficial Gazettevalstylss Zinios 1996, No 63-
1479; 2003, No 15-597), the Law on Public Inforroatof the Republic of Lithuania (Official
GazetteValstykes Zinios 1996, No 71-1706; 2000, No 75-2272) and the Lavibocuments and
Archives of the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gatre Valstykes Zinios 1995, No 107-2389:
2004, No 57-1982), or adversely affected protecéee species and communities or their
habitats and breeding sites.

38. Confidentiality of commercial and industrial infoation is regulated by the Law on
Competition of the Republic of Lithuania which caimts the definition of the commercial secret.
The Regulations on the Issuance, Renewal and Qaticelof Permits for Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Control (IPPC), approved by OrdeghefMinister of Environment No D1-330
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of 29 June 2005, define which information (commafzidustrial secret) may not be disclosed
to the public.

39. Section 19 of the Procedure for Public Access tar&nmental Information in the

Republic of Lithuania (Official GazetMalstykés Zinios 2005, No 26-831) states that in all
cases of refusal of information it is necessamntke sure that protection of the interests
specified in section 18 therein is more importaaintensuring the applicant’s access to
information. Section 20 of the Procedure for Publicess to Environmental Information in the
Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazetialstylés Zinios 2005, No 26-831) also stresses that it is
necessary to ensure the publicity of informatidatesl to gas emissions or pollutants.

Article 4, paragraph 5

40. According to section 10 of the Procedure for PuBlicess to Environmental Information
in the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazettalstyls Zinios 2005, No 26-831), if a written
request is received by the authority which doeshawe the requested information, the authority
has to forward the request to the competent auyherihin three working days after the date of
receipt of the request and notify the applicantabt If a part of the requested information is
held by another authority, the authority that hrexeived the request shall apply to the authority
that holds such information, requesting such inftion and notifying the applicant thereof.

Article 4, paragraph 6

41. According to Section 20 of the Procedure for PuBlicess to Environmental Information
in the Republic of Lithuania (Official Gazetalstykss Zinios 2005, No 26-831), if a part of
information may be separated out from informatimarepted from disclosure, as specified in
Section 18 therein, the authority shall make atglahe relevant part of the requested
information without prejudice to the requirementsonfidentiality of the exempted information
and upon notice thereof to the applicant. The gious of sections 18.1, 18.4, 18.5 and 18.7 of
the Procedure are not applicable where the reqiliggt@mation is related to gas emissions or
pollutants.

Article 4, paragraph 7

42. Under section 19 of the Procedure for Public Ac¢edsnvironmental Information in the
Republic of Lithuania (Official GazetMalstylés Zinios 2005, No 26-831), the applicant must
be notified of the refusal of access to informatielated to the exemptions within 14 working
days after the date of receipt of the request; stice must indicate the reasons for the refusal
and the procedure of appealing against the decibiall cases where information is exempted
from disclosure, the authority must make sure phatection of the interests specified in Section
18 therein is more important than ensuring theiagpt’'s access to information.

Article 4, paragraph 8

43. Article 6(6) of theLaw (No X-752) on Public Access to Informationhie Republic of
Lithuania sections 11 and 12 of Government Resolution Na113n the Approval of the
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Procedure for Registration of Official InformatiohPublic Authorities and Other Budget
Organizations and Provision Thereof to the PuhiiPr@viders of Public Information and section
26 of the Procedure for Public Access to Environtaleinformation in the Republic of Lithuania
(Official GazetteValstyles Zinios 2005, No 26-831) state that information held bjntended

for authorities is free of charge. The applicanstanly cover the costs related to the provision
of information (such as copying, publishing, etégcording to article 11(2) of theaw on the
Right to Receive Information from State and Murtiputhorities(No VI11-1524), the applicant
shall cover the costs of reproduction of documant®rding to the procedure laid down by the
Government. Pursuant to section 27 of the Procefduifeublic Access to Environmental
Information in the Republic of Lithuania (Offici@azettevalstyles Zinios 2005, No 26-831),
the applicant shall only cover the costs relatethéoprovision of information (such as copying,
publishing, etc.). Government Resolution No 1039tkanApproval of the Procedure for
Payment for the Reproduction of Documents pressiibe procedure for payment for.the
reproduction, which is consistent with the prous®f the Convention.

VIII. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 4
44. No obstacles have been encountered.
IX. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICATIO N OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 4
45. No information was provided under this heading.
X.  WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ARTICLE 4
46. No information was provided under this heading.
Xl. "LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMPLEMEN TING
THE PROVISIONS ON THE COLLECTION AND DISSEMINATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION IN ARTICLE 5
47. For paragraph 9 of article 3 see article 4. Fomitedns of article 2, see article 4.
Article 5, paragraph 1
48. The duty of public, administrative and control aartties (within their competence) to
collect and disseminate environmental informat®taid down in the Law on Environmental

Protection. Article 8 thereof states that thes@a@rities must monitor changes in the quality of
the environmental and inform the public thereof,esmlogically reasonable and technologically
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feasible norms and standards for the quality oetingronmental; publicly announce projects of
economic activities which are likely to have a hdpas impact on the environment. A
comprehensive list of information to be collectdidseminated and updated will be included
into the amended version of the Procedure thaentlyris in the process of drafting.
Information disseminated to date is regulated bjous laws of different areas: Order of the
Minister of Environment No 408 of 1999 On the Apygabof the Procedure for Accounting of
Emissions, and Order of the Minister of Environmiot217 of 1999 On the Approval of the
Waste Management Regulations.

49. TheLaw on Environmental Monitoring of the Republid-ghuaniaestablishes the
organisational structure of monitoring. An amendetsion of this Law was passed in 2006,
with a view of upgrading the procedure of environtaé monitoring and increasing the
effectiveness of collection and analysis of datdhenstate of the environment, by reviewing the
definitions used after taking into account the pecat application of the Law and by reviewing
the provisions related to the environmental mompof the state, municipalities and economic
entities and to the requirements of the environadenbnitoring control procedure and the
guarantee of the quality of analyses and datauRuotgo this Law, the environmental
monitoring system comprises the environmental nooimigy of the State, municipalities and
economic entities. In accordance with this Law #r@Regulations for State Environmental
Monitoring, approved by Order of the Minister ofillonment No 160 of 2002 (an amended
version was passed in 2007), the State Environrh®hdaitoring Programme is being developed
under which a number of different public authostand research institutions collect data and
information throughout Lithuania on the state dfadent environmental elements, analyse this
information and submit the data to relevant pualithorities. By its Resolution No 130 of 7
February 2005, the Government of the Republic tifuania approved the State Environmental
Monitoring Programme for 2005-2010.

50. According to the General Regulations for Municipavironmental Monitoring, approved
by Order of the Minister of Environment No D1-4362004 (an amended version was passed in
2007), municipal authorities organize and carryenitironmental monitoring and collect data
within the boundaries of their territories. The &fie procedures of environmental monitoring
carried out by municipalities (monitoring sites;ifdéies, parameters, intervals, monitoring
methods, etc.) are laid down in municipal environtabmonitoring programmes drawn up by
municipal executive authorities, agreed upon ampf@ed in accordance with the procedure laid
down in legislation. The 2007 version of the Retiafes stipulates that data of the municipal
environmental monitoring that comply with the regunents for data of the state environmental
monitoring may be used for the purposes of the gavironmental monitoring.

51. According to the Procedure for Environmental Monitg by Economic Operators,
approved by Order of the Minister of Environment 28D of 2003, and other laws, economic
operators monitor sources of pollution and envirental impact and submit the monitoring data
to relevant public authorities.

52. The existing legal framework thus enables publihauities to regularly collect,
disseminate and update environmental information.
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53. Dissemination of information in environmental enesrgies is regulated by the Law on
Civil Protection of the Republic of Lithuania. Ords# the Minister of Environment No 248 of
2003 On the Management of Actions in Cases of Bnuwirental and Other Emergencies and
Emergency Response must also be complied withade of an environmental emergency, a
brief report on the environmental situation anceitsironmental impact is drawn up. Relevant
and operative information is published on the wielssof the MoE and the EPA.

Article 5, paragraph 2

54. The manner, extent and main terms of accessibitpformation are regulated by the
Law on the Right to Receive Information from Sgaite Municipal AuthoritiegOfficial Gazette
Valstykés Zinios No 139-5008) and the Description of the Standmtedure for Servicing
Citizens and Other Persons in Public Administratiod Other Institutions, approved by
Resolution of the Government of the Republic ohu#ania No 463 of 2006. The public must
have access to the procedures adopted for thespyowf information. As mentioned before, in
order to facilitate access to information, the atitles have set up offices of the representative
for information, i.e. a unit or an employee resplolesfor access to information. Pursuant to the
provisions of the Description of the Standard Pdoce for Servicing Citizens and Other Persons
in Public Administration and Other Institutions {©fal GazetteValstykss Zinios 2006, No 60-
2134), the authorities must specify the directdrgrvironmental information available, the
form of recording information, the time limits foraking information available to the applicant,
the fees for the services, the procedure of paym@ethiother requirements.

55. Each authority which possesses environmental irdtion or the website of the MoE has a
directory of environmental information that lisketnature of information, the name of the
authority and the form in which environmental imf@tion is available.

56. Under the provisions of the Description of the &tnad Procedure for Servicing Citizens
and Other Persons in Public Administration and Othstitutions (Official Gazett¥ alstylkes
Zinios, 2006, No.60-2134), environmental information maesteasily accessible through public
telecommunications networks (if such informatiomishe electronic media and the necessary
hardware is available). Information may also rejatties concerned by phone, e-mail, direct
consultation or in writing.

57. The Lawon the Right to Receive Information from State lidhicipal Authoritiesalso
provides for the possibility to have access todhginal copy of a document, where applicable.

58. Extensive environmental information is availabléhat MoE and its subordinate
institutions and on their websites. Environmemébimation available in written, electronic or
other form is published or provided, upon requaisty by other public authorities. Information is
easy to find on the websites within the MoE systesimg the search function or the theme index.

Article 5, paragraph 3
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59. With a view of increasing the volume and acces$jbaf information by using the latest
technologies and the Internet, 1999 saw the adopfiécsovernment Resolution No 118 On the
Publication of Draft Laws and Other Regulationgioa Internet. In 2005, this Resolution was
amended by Resolution of the Government of the Rigpaf Lithuania On Resolution No 118

of 4 February 1999 On the Publication of Draft Leawsl Other Regulations on the Internet.
Government Resolution No 480 of 18 04 2003 On tppréval of the General Requirements for
Websites of Public Authorities ensures public assea the Internet to all public information on
the functions of public authorities for regular aidg, efficiency, relevance and reliability of
information. In 2006, the Government of the Repubfi Lithuania passed Resolution No 1504
On the Amendment to Resolution of the Governmeth®fRepublic of Lithuania No 480 of 18
April 2003 On the Approval of the General Requiraetseor Websites of Public Authorities,
whereby the title was changed to “the ProcedutbeGeneral Requirements for Websites of
Public and Municipal Authorities and Bodies” andew wording was presented. The Resolution
also states that information provided must be @edrin a systematic manner and updated
regularly, i.e. depending on intervals of updating.

60. The Description of the Standard Procedure for $emwgiCitizens and Other Persons in
Public Administration and Other Institutions (Offit GazetteValstytés Zinios 2006, No 60-
2134) stipulates that public and municipal autlesishall ensure that environmental
information is easily accessible to the public tilgio public telecommunications networks (if
such information is in the electronic media andribeessary hardware is available). This
condition has been complied with as all public amthicipal authorities have their own
websites.

61. All REPDs and agencies under the MoE have their wefsites that publish all
information relating to their activities. All inforation collected by the EPA in accordance with
the procedure laid down by the law (informationrimer basins, quality of water bodies, reports
of different international projects, conferenceiegss, reports on research in the sphere of
environmental monitoring, data of the state air itwoing measurements, material related to
integrated pollution prevention and control, ma@sjous charts, etc.) is regularly published and
updated on the Agency’s websiteh#ip://aaa.am.lt

62. In 2008, 10 leading public authorities, includihg EPA and the State Service for
Protected Areas under the MoE that manage spatialah the environment, are implementing
the Lithuanian Geographic Information Infrastruet(cGll) Development Project. The project
is aimed at developing an open warehouse of adjstte geographic data and electronic
services that would allow citizens, companies auntalip authorities to have effective access to
the latest geographic information from initial soes. The purpose of the national geographic
information infrastructure is to link data and eteaic services of different providers and to
make them accessible simultaneously to the brogaessible circle of users. Implementation of
this project will develop a long-term Lithuanianoggaphic information management strategy
and methodological grounds for storing and managtatg geographic data and providing them
to all users via the Internet. Implementation @ strategy will set up a single Lithuanian
geographic information infrastructure that will dually expand the information structure
covering the whole state which unites managersnbus geographic data collections.
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63. To speed up the launch of the Environmental Sénformation Technology Project, by
its Order No D1-276 of 27 May 2008, the MoE appbtiee Programme of Installation and
Development of Registers, Inventories and Infororatystems in the Environmental Sector by
Using Information Technologies. The aim of the Pamgme, with a view of ensuring the
implementation of the objectives of Measures “E-&owment Services” and “Intellectual
Management Systems” under the priority “Informatiuwciety for All” of the Economic Growth
Action Programme, is to provide favourable condisidor the provision of public e-services in
the land-use planning, urban planning, housingtcoaison, forestry and environmental
protection sectors, and to increase their accdiggithirough the development of spatial
information systems. The Programme provides fodéwelopment of the functionality of the
Environmental Information Management Integrated @otar System, the implementation of
which would allow economic operators to provideomfiation on environmental pollution to
REPDs in a remote way, thereby ensuring promptiputdfiormation on the state of the
environment, its change forecasts and environmentargencies and their management.

Article 5, paragraph 4

64. Every year, the MoE prepares a publication on the ©f the environment in Lithuania
(The State of the Environmgmthich provides information both on the stateha environment
and the main environmental challenges. The puldieas disseminated among the public,
public authorities and research institutions. Agcelonic version of the publication (in
Lithuanian and English) is also issued and madéadla on the MoE website.

65. In 2006, the EPA issued the publicatidine Monitoring of Relatively Natural Ecosystems.
Results of the Decadehich summarizes the results of 10-year studieslatively natural
ecosystems and familiarises the public, environaigniblic administration authorities and
research and study institutions-with backgroungbailution with sulphur and nitric compounds
and other emissions, trends of its change, natac&drs of change of the state of the
environment and their impact on natural forest gsi@sns.

66. In 2007, utilizing the assistance of the EU Streattérunds, the EPA organized the
preparation of the publicatiomhe Natural Environment of Lithuania, Its Statep&esses and
Developmentdesigned for assessing changes in the statetoafdnia’s environment from the
Soviet times to membership in the EU. The maingoélthis integrated publication issued in
2008 are not only to provide the public and publithorities with reliable information on the
state of the environment and changes of the statee@nvironment resulting from economic
activities but also to explore the trends of theedigpment of the state of the country's
environment in the last two decades, to specifyrélasons that determined change of the
environment and to analyse the most relevant enviemtal protection measures applied and
their effectiveness. The publication also cont#lirespotential scenarios of the development of
the state of the environment in the immediate &utur

Article 5, paragraph 5
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67. To disseminate the information referred to in peaph 5 of article 5 of the Convention,
the measures indicated in paragraph (c) above le used. Information specified in the list
can be found on the websites of the MoE and itelibate institutions and the Parliament of
the Republic of Lithuania. According to the procetlprescribed by the law, laws and other
regulations are also published in the Official Gaz¢alstylés Ziniosand its supplement
Informaciniai PraneSimaiwhich are available to the public in printed foaswell.

68. All information about international agreements gigriin accordance with the
competence) is published on the websites of the, NfeEEPA and other authorities.

Article 5, paragraph 6

69. Participation of organisations in the EC Eco-Mamaget and Audit Scheme (EMAS) is
regulated by Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 of thedpean Parliament and of the Council of 19
March 2001 allowing voluntary participation by onggations in a Community eco-management
and audit scheme (EMAS). Lithuania has adoptedse@ment resolution on the application of
this Regulation and approved a programme for implaation of this scheme. Companies that
have implemented the EMAS notify the public of trehievements on an annual basis. These
companies and companies using the eco-label fargheducts get the opportunity to inform the
public by publishing information on the websitetioé EPA.

70. In 2006, the EMAS Implementation Programme was edpd with information for
companies participating in the EMAS and the appidawethodology for determining
registration fees in the EMAS. An economic entitgttmonitors its activities, implements
advanced technologies and engages in voluntaricipation in the Community eco-
management and audit scheme receives certifichtmsmumendation as an incentive.

Article 5, paragraph 7

71. The MoE and its subordinate institutions issueeddht factual and analytical thematic
information on the environment and internationakagments, the list of which is available in the
International Relations and Agreements sectionvawvam.lt. The MoE has decided to stop
publishing periodical information handouts (e.@ thformation publicatiodhe Ministry of
Environment for the Publi@s other dissemination channels with a bettexhrsach as the

media and the Internet have been chosen.

Article 5, paragraph 8

72. The main document regulating the terms for the dwéithe EU eco-label is Council
Regulation (EEC) No 880/92 of 23 March 1992 on an@wnity eco-label award scheme. On 17
July 2000, this document was amended by Regul&tmt980/2000 of the European Parliament
and of the Council of 17 July 2000 on a revised @nmity eco-label award scheme. The
following has been approved by Lithuanian legisiatiThe Procedure for Awarding the Eco-
Label to Products, the Procedure for Establishi@pasultation Forum and Its Rules of
Procedure, a specimen of the licence and the catiifin on the award or refusal to award the
eco-label. The Lithuanian public has been inforrmkeéco-labels awarded to appropriate product
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groups and the implemented eco-management andsaigimes (EMAS) by publishing the
information on the website of the EPA. The Europ€ammission, which has also published
this information on relevant websites, has beeifiedtaccordingly as well.

73. The Programme for the Implementation of the Commyudchemes of Eco-Label Award
for Product Groups and Eco-Management and AuditABMn the Republic of Lithuania in
2006-2008 was drawn up and approved by joint Oofiéne Ministers of Environment, the
Economy and Agriculture No D1-439/4-361/3D-380 dd&tober 2006. The Programme will
help to apply the environmental criteria of the-¢atmel award to a product group in the green
procurement procedure. Lithuania has drawn up thed@lure for the Establishment of the
Annual Fee for the Application for the CommunityoHcabel Award for a Product Group and
for the Use of the Community Eco-Label.

Article 5, paragraph 9

74. On 21 May 2003, the European Community and othenties, including Lithuania,

signed the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Team&gisters (hereinafter, the Protocol).
Under the provisions of the Protocol, each Par)l g@stablish a national pollutant release and
transfer register. February 2004 saw the launcbirige European Pollutant Emission Register
that partially covers the requirements of the Rrokaln Lithuania, pursuant to the provisions of
Order of the Minister of Environment No 136 of 20@8 enterprises engaged in appropriate
activities and exceeding the established threshw@se to submit reports to relevant public
authorities. Thus, from 2004 Lithuania began tdemtldata in accordance with the requirements
of the European Pollutant Emission Register.

75. To ensure public access to information on polluanissions, in January 2006 a new
European Pollutant Release and Transfer RegisttR[ER) was adopted. Order of the Minister
of Environment No D1-631 of 29 December 2006 eg&hbtl the procedure for the provision of
information on pollutant release and transfer aesighated the REPDs to be the competent
authorities to which enterprises have to repora daid information on pollutant emissions and
the public may submit requests. Pursuant to thte©rR2007 was established as the first
reporting year.

Xll.  OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 5

76. On the basis of the opinion of the specialists wiodked on the report and the opinion
expressed in the letter of the NGO(s), the follaywbstacles have been identified:

(@) Significant funds are necessary for implementatiosupport of various
environmental education projects, publishing atotampaigns. The lack of funds often
becomes a factor impeding the education and infbomg@rocedures;

(b) According to the representatives of the NGOs, rspam the state of the
environment submitted by the REPDs and municigaliire not organised in a systematic
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manner and in most cases contain little visual nathat illustrates the information provided
and makes it comprehensible;

(c) According to the NGOs, public information on accitieis more focused on the
accident itself but there is little information post-accident analysis carried out and the
accident’s impact on human health and the envirorinas well as the long-term prevention of
accidents;

(d) The laws require enterprises to conduct environaientality monitoring.and inform
the public accordingly. However, they do not previdr the form and intervals of reporting.
Under the law, enterprises also have to draw uprten the use of natural resources and on
pollutant release into air and water, but theyrarerequired to give public information on such
reports. Enterprises submit these reports to theEut at times fail to provide public
information on whether the enterprise has compligt the environmental requirements and has
not released any pollutants into air and watealllsases, management’s consent is required
where an ordinary citizen wishes to obtain inforieragbout the enterprise. This information has
been published on the Internet. However, the in&diom is of a very general nature and is not
updated regularly.

Xlll.  FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 5

77. Ason 1 May 2004, the Republic of Lithuania becammember of the EU, Lithuania has
two schemes of the eco-label award to products @faatured products and services): the eco-
friendly product label award scheme and the Comtgweto-label award scheme. The White
Lily eco-friendly label is awarded in accordanceéhathe Procedure for the Eco-Friendly Product
Label Award. The Community eco-label, the Flowsrawarded pursuant to Regulation (EC)
No 1980/2000 of the European Parliament and oCinencil of 17 July 2000 on a revised
Community eco-label award scheme. Information aleach manufacturer or service provider
whose products or services have been awarded thkaleel the Flower is published in the EU
quarterly publicationThe European Eco—Labéh their efforts to enter Western European
markets, Lithuanian manufacturers are forced toamnsco-friendly qualities of their products
also. Therefore, the textile makers Utenos TrikasaProlé and Dirbtinis PluoStas have been
awarded the eco-label of the European Associatidrertile Industries, and knitwear products
of Utenos Trikotazas AB made from cotton and cottath elastane for babies, children and
adults were awarded the Community eco-label, tbev&t. This indicates that Lithuanian
enterprises are ready to implement the requirenadritee Community eco-label.

XIV. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTATI ON
OF ARTICLE 5

78. Information listed in paragraph 3 of this artidtat must be made available to the public is
published on the websites of the MoE and its subatd agencies and the Parliament of the
Republic of Lithuania.
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79. The website addresses of Lithuanian municipalaresavailable on the website of the
Association of Local Authorities in Lithuanieyw.lsa.lt

XV. LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES IMP LEMENTING
THE PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN DECISIONS ON SPECIFIC
ACTIVITIES IN ARTICLE 6

80. Public participation in and information on decisimaking on proposed activities are
regulated by the following laws and regulationshaf Republic of Lithuania:

(@) ThelLaw on Environmental Impact Assessment of PropAséities of the Republic
of Lithuania;

(b) The Procedure for Public Information and Partidgrain the Procedure of
Environmental Impact Assessment of Proposed Aasjiiapproved by an order of the MoE of
the Republic of Lithuania;

(c) The Procedure for Public Access to Environmentirination in the Republic of
Lithuania, approved by the Government, and the R¢ign on Document Storage, Provision of
Information at Request of the Public and Servi@hdpplicants of the MoE, approved by the
MoE;

(d) The Regulation on the Granting, Renewal and Caattoatl of Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Control (IPPC) Permits;

(e) ThelLaw on Construction of the Republic of Lithuania;
() The Technical Regulation for Construction STR 10652002, Design of Works;

(@) Incases when a proposed activity in the territdrthe Republic of Lithuania is
likely to have a'significant adverse environmeirtgact on a foreign state that is a Party to the
United Nations 1991 Convention on Environmental dgtpAssessment in a Transboundary
Context or when such a state demands environmiempalct assessment (EIA), the public
participates in the EIA procedure in accordancé wits Convention, theaw on Environmental
Impact Assessment of Proposed Activities of thelRtiepof Lithuania international agreements
between the Republic of Lithuania and appropritates and other laws and regulations.

81. The Law on Environmental Protection of the Reputilicithuaniaensures to have access
to environmental information; to participate in fh@cedure of EIA of the proposed activity; to
submit justified proposals for obligatory EIA, atmcarry out public EIA. Under the Law,
public, administration and control authorities, it their competence, must comply with or
justifiably decline proposals from citizens, NGOslather legal and natural persons regarding
environmental issues; publish projects of propassibities that are likely to have an adverse
environmental impact; take into consideration fiesdi proposals from the public with respect to
obligatory EIA of the proposed activity; evaluatstjified proposals from the public with respect
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to EIA of the proposed activity and the likely emvimental impact of the proposed activity, and
encourage the public, NGOs and other legal andalgtersons to participate in decision-
making and implementation of decisions in the figlé&nvironmental protection.

82. The detailed procedures of public participationlai@ down in a regulatiorthe
Procedure for Public Information and Participatiomthe Procedure of Environmental Impact
Assessment of Proposed Activities, approved byder of the Minister of Environment of the
Republic of Lithuaniategulates public participation in the EIA procesludnder this Procedure,
public information and participation proceduredinie:

a) Notifications on EIA of the proposed activity (rfatations of the screening
conclusion on whether the proposed activity shiwgldnade subject to obligatory EIA, and the
notification of the drawing up of the environmentapact assessment programme);

b)  Public hearings on the report of EIA of the prombaetivity;
c) Information on the decision taken with respecti® proposed activity.
Article 6, paragraph 1

83. ThelLaw on Environmental Impact Assessment of Propésédities of the Republic of
Lithuaniahas approved 2 lists that include:

(@) The list of types of proposed activities that aredm subject to EIA (annex 1).

(b) The list of types of proposed activities that amdm subject to the screening for
obligatory EIA (appendix 2).

84. The EIA procedures are applied to the activitiebath lists. The lists include activities
listed in annex Il to the Convention.

85. The EIA procedure is also applied when the impleigon of the proposed activity is
likely to have an.impact on the areas of the Eumopegetwork of protected areas Natura 2000
and when the authority responsible for organisirgggrotection and management of protected
areas establishes that this impact may be significa

86. The EIA procedures are applied where the parti¢cgpahthe procedure of EIA of the
proposed activity demand and the competent auyhdeitides that the proposed activity not
included in the above lists must also be made sutipethe screening for obligatory EIA.

87. In cases when under the procedure prescribed sldégn of the Republic of Lithuania

the proposed activity has been granted the stétilne Gtate border or a national protected
facility, and the application of the provisionstbéLaw on Environmental Impact Assessment of
Proposed Activitieso the proposed activities is likely to have ameade impact on the national
defence goals, the competent authority decidesaase-by-case basis whether the requirements
of this Law should be applied to such activity. d@wh cases have occurred in practice.
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Article 6, paragraph 2
Environmental |mpact Assessment

88. ThelLaw on Environmental Impact Assessment of PropAséulities of the Republic of
Lithuaniagives the definitions of “the public” and “the pubtoncerned”, including “a non-
governmental organisation”. The Law lays down thavsion that the public is a participant in
the environmental impact assessment procedure hvgaidicipates in the earliest phase of the
environmental impact assessment procedures fromputibkécation of the environmental impact
assessment programme drawn up for the proposedhyact from the publication of the
screening conclusion.

89. ThelLaw on Environmental Impact Assessment of PropAséuitiesgives the definitions
of “the public” and “the public concerned”:

(@) “The public concerned” means the public affectetikaly to be affected by, or
having an interest in, the proposed activity. Urttles definition, NGOs that participate in
environmental decision-making and acting in accoceawith the requirements of the laws of
the Republic of Lithuania are considered the putdiccerned;

(b) “The public” means one or more natural or legabpas and their organizations,
associations or groups.

90. Upon receipt of the screening conclusion from thiapetent authority on whether the
proposed activity should be made subject to oliyagnvironmental impact assessment, the
developer has to inform the public thereof, by mgkie following information available to the
public at venues of public rallies, in the natiopedss or the press of a city(ies) or region(s) of
the proposed activity, on a municipal billboard anwtiere appropriate, on radio and television:
name, address and telephone number of the develbfiee proposed activity; the type of the
proposed activity; the site of the proposed agtif@ounty, city, region, village and street); the
competent authority (the MoE, the EPA or theRER} made the screening conclusion on
whether the proposed activity should be made styjesbligatory environmental impact
assessment; the venue where and the time wheihedétgormation on the proposed activity is
deposited for examination by the public (with adi@ation of the developer’s address and phone
number); the authority to which and the time whestified proposals for a review of the
screening conclusion can be made (with an indinadiche address and telephone number of the
competent authority, the developer or the orgaraééne environmental impact assessment
documents, and the term of 10 working days frondgte of this notification); the venue where
the screening conclusion and documents are degdsitenore detailed examination by the
public (with an indication of the address and tetape number of the competent authority, the
developer or the organiser of the EIA documentd,the term of 10 working days from the date
of this natification).

91. The public has the right to make justified propssalthe competent authority, within 10
working days from the date of publication of theesming conclusion, for a review of the
screening conclusion.
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92. Prior to any submittal of the programme for apptdasathe competent authority, the
developer must provide the following informationtire above-mentioned public information
media and in writing (by registered mail) to thenans or users of land adjacent to the territory
of the proposed activity and to representativeth@®ipublic concerned that have made justified
proposals: name, address and telephone and faxansrobthe developer of the proposed
activity; name, address and telephone and fax ntsvddehe organizer of the environmental
impact assessment documents of the proposed gctht site of the proposed activity (county,
city, district, elderate, village and street); Bdddies that will evaluate the EIA documents and
present conclusions within their competence; threpetent authority that will take the decision
on whether to permit the proposed activity on thlected site; the venue where and the time
when the programme for environmental impact assestof the proposed activity is deposited
for examination by the public (with an indicatiohtbe address and time and the recommended
period of 10 working days for the availability diet EIA programme).

93. The Procedure grants the developer and the orgasfitiee environmental impact
assessment documents the right for additional pilflormation on their own initiative by

giving notices at other venues of public rally adle.g. on billboards of NGOs, shops and
homeowners' associations) and for the provisianfofmation by other means (e.g. to carry out
surveys, attract the media, distribute notificasiom households or send them by mail or e-mail).

94. Upon drawing up the report on EIA of the proposetivay, the developer, at least 10
working days prior to the scheduled publichearmgst publish the following information in
the (above-mentioned) appropriate public infornatieedia: name, address and telephone and
fax numbers of the developer of the proposed agtimame, address and telephone and fax
numbers of the organizer of the EIA documents efgioposed activity; the name of the
proposed activity; the site of the proposed agti{éounty, city, district, elderate, village and
street); EIA bodies that will evaluate the EIA downts and present conclusions within their
competence; the competent authority that will tdleedecision on whether to permit the
proposed activity on the selected site; the venueravand the time when the report on EIA of
the proposed activity is deposited for examinabgrihe public (with an indication of the
address, time, telephone number, hours and tinetalihe public must have the possibility to
examine the ElA report no later than 10 workinggdpsior to the scheduled public hearing;
where and when the public hearing will take pla@n(e, address and time); to whom (with an
indication of the address of the developer or tigaizer of the EIA documents) and how, prior
to the public hearing, justified proposals on thesjions regarding the report on EIA of the
proposed activity can be made (e.g. in writingehyail).

95. A public hearing on an EIA report must take placd the EIA report must be deposited

for examination by the public at the administragiremises of a municipality (elderate) or at any
other chosen venue agreed upon with the municgyp@itierate) where the proposed activity is
to be carried out, after business hours for corarar@ of the public (days-off are recommended).
The developer or the organiser of the EIA documanist also provide conditions for the report
to be made available for examination by the puddlibis registered office.



ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/LTULT
U
Page 25

96. The competent authority, upon receipt of the Elpor, the conclusions of the EIA bodies
on the report and on whether to permit the propastigity and a reasonable evaluation of the
justified proposals from the public concerned lgy ¢inganizer of the EIA documents, shall
arrange immediate publication of the notice onviieésite of the MoE. The notice shall contain
the following information: name, address and teteyghand fax numbers of the developer of the
proposed activity; name, address and telephonéaartimbers of the organiser of the EIA
documents of the proposed activity; the name optioposed activity; the site of the proposed
activity (county, city, district, elderate, villaged street); the date by which the public
concerned has the right to submit justified appiloees in writing to the competent authority on
the issues of EIA of the proposed activity andw EIA bodies on issues within their
competence. The period for submitting the applcais 10 working days from the publication
of this notice. Public authorities reply to apptioas from the public in writing. Prior to taking
any decision, the competent authority invites the lBodies, the developer, the organizer of the
EIA documents and representatives of the publittithae submitted justified proposals for a
discussion.

I ntegrated Pollution Prevention and Control

97. The Regulation on the Granting, Renewal and Caatti@fl of Integrated Pollution
Prevention and Contréermitsprovides for the following means of informationetpress of a
city or district or the national press, municipaliillboards and, where appropriate, radio and
television. Public information and participationtite IPPC authorization procedure is organised
by the REPDs.

Construction permits

98. The Law on Construction-of the Republic of Lithaamsures public information about the
commencement of construction of works significanthie public interest and about its
consequences. The builder (developer) must infberptublic about the commencement of
design of works significant to the public. Thedistf these works (with an indication of their
purpose) and the information procedure are laidrdmaa technical regulation for construction
approved by an order of the MoE. If the design tsahs of the works do not meet the approved
land-use planning documentation, natural and Ipgedons are entitled to apply to the county
governor for suspension of the design of such warigfor withholding of the building permit.
Disputes over these matters are settled by the.cour

99. The Technical Regulation for Construction STR D62002, Design of Workspproved

by an order of the MoE of the Republic of Lithugreéasures that the builder, prior to
commencing the design of any works significanti public, must inform the public thereof.
This requirement is applied to the design of neweopnstruction of existing works specified in
the annex to the Regulation. The purpose of inftionds to provide conditions for the public to
check whether the solutions of the land-use plapdimcuments (that were discussed with the
public during the preparation of these documemtigited to a project have been complied with in
preparing the project. Prior to commencing anygtesif works, the developer must place a
notice on the billboard (plague) of the elderatehie local press and on the website of the
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municipality or the elderate. The following infortram must be indicated in the notice: the
construction site address of the works subjecegigh; the land-use planning document and the
date of its approval; the land parcel plan of tt#Q0 scale with the existing buildings and those
in the design stage; the expected start and eed dathe design and construction; the name and
registered office address of the designer; theesms$dand telephone number of the project
manager or another responsible person authorisgebtide information on the project; the time
(days and hours) designated for examination optbgect by the public, and other information

of interest to the public at the discretion of teyeloper. The notice must be displayed on the
billboard of the elderate until the date of issueaantthe construction permit. Natural and legal
persons are entitled to apply to the county goveifrtbe design solutions of the works are
inconsistent with the approved land-use planningudeentation. Any disputes-over these issues
are settled by the court.

Article 6, paragraph 3
I ntegrated Pollution Prevention and Control

100. To increase the effectiveness of public particgratn decision-making with respect to,
permits for activities and taking into account teeommendations of the Conventions
Compliance Committee, Lithuania intends to amemrdelal framework of the IPPC permit
procedure by extending the period for public prgt®and comments on the granting of IPPC
permits by one week, i.e. up to 21 days.

Article 6, paragraph 6
Environmental I mpact Assessment

101. The EIA report must contain detailed analysis bfjakstions provided for in the
programme, present analysis of alternatives exglbyeorganizers of the EIA documents and of
proposals from the public, the environmental mamgpplan, information on problems of a
technical or practical nature that the organizevédoper) of the proposed activity or his
authorised organiser of the EIA documents encoedtar the course of environmental EIA, and
the executive summary of all information analysethie report.

102. The Procedure for Public Access to Environmentarination in the Republic of
Lithuania, approved by the Government, and the Réign on Document Storage, Provision of
Information at Request of the Public and Servi@hdpplicants of the MoE, approved by the
Ministry of Environment, grant the public the rigbtobtain from public authorities all
information relating to environmental impact assesst.

I ntegrated Pollution Prevention and Control

103. Chapter Xl, “Access to Information and Public Rapation in the Permit Procedure”, of
the IPPC Regulation (Official GazeN@lstylys Zinios 2002, No 85-3684; 2005, No 103-3829;
2006, No 120-4571; 2007, No 106-4358) (hereinafter,Regulation) provides information on
the participation of the public concerned in thengie procedure for installations listed in annex
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1 thereto. Also, chapter Xl “Public Access to Imf@tion” of the Procedure for the Limitation of
Emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds Due tolilse of Organic Solvents in Certain
Activities and Installations, approved under thguieements of Directive 1999/13/EC by Order
of the Minister of Environment No 620 of 05.12.20@*ficial GazetteValstyles Zinios 2003,

No 15-634; No 64-2913) stipulates that the REPDstraosure that applications for
authorisation for new installations that use saolsem for substantial changes of those
installations are made available for an approppatéod of time to the public, to enable it to
comment on them before a REPD reaches the deciB@ngeneral binding rules applicable for
installations and the list of registered and ausiear activities must be made available to the
public. The results of volatile organic compound®Cs) emission-monitoring, referred to in
articles VIl and IX, as required under the authation or registration conditions, must be made
available to the public. An REPD registers allijiesti and reasonable proposals from the public
with respect to the authorisation and takes thémancount when drawing up the decision on
the granting of a permit. The decision of an REPBluding a copy of the authorization and any
subsequent updates for such installations, mustbe@snade available to the public, except for
information that is considered confidential.

Article 6, paragraph 7
Environmental I mpact Assessment

104. In accordance with the established procedure, wb&qmakes justified proposals on the
EIA of the proposed activity and on the likely effe of the proposed activity on the
environment and its components to the developettandrganiser of the EIA documents, and
copies of proposals may be submitted to the compatghority and EIA bodies. All

participants of the EIA procedure, in the courséhefprocedures of EIA of the proposed activity
and prior to any decision-making by the competetharity, have the right to apply to the
competent authority (the MoE, the EPA and eight R&Rand EIA bodies that are responsible
for public health, protection of cultural valuegdire prevention, as well as to municipalities
and counties for questions within their competebgesubmitting written information on likely
violations when establishing, defining and assestie likely environmental impact of the
proposed activity.or when conducting the EIA praged. The Law also provides for the
possibility to appeal against the application @ fginovisions laid down therein and the decisions
taken by the competent authority, in accordanch thi¢ judicial procedure. Under the procedure
prescribed by the law, participants of the EIA maare bear responsibility for the provision of
correct information and for conclusions and decisimade within their competence.

105. In the environmental impact assessment publicibg@dures, all citizens and NGOs that
participate in the public hearing procedure arésteged, their presentations are incorporated in
the minutes and the proposals made are registaceewaluated in accordance with the
established procedure.

106. Under theLaw on Environmental Impact Assessment of PropAsédities of the Republic
of Lithuania all information relating to public information dmearings on the EIA report
(information on notices, newspaper advertisemgmtgosals from the public and their



ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/LTU
Page 28

assessment, minutes of public hearings, the lipadicipants, etc.) constitutes an integral part o
the EIA report. Thus, when making decisions, th@getent authorities have statistical data on
public participation.

Article 6, paragraph 8
Environmental I mpact Assessment

107. In accordance with an established form, the deelopthe organizer of the
environmental impact assessment documents hasawugy a reasonable evaluation of justified
proposals made by the public concerned and to replyiting to representatives of the public
concerned that have submitted justified proposalsaw their proposals have been evaluated.

108. If following a public hearing and the presentatadrihe justified conclusions by the EIA
bodies and the competent authority, the EIA reparst be subjected to major revisions (e.g.
where new sites, technological alternatives, mitigameasures, etc. are proposed), in such
cases the competent authority has the right to ddrige developer of the proposed activity to
organise a second public hearing on the amendexlisied EIA report.

Article 6, paragraph 9
Environmental I mpact Assessment

109. The competent authority, within 10 working daysifirthe decision on the permissibility of
the proposed activity, must publish informationtbe decision taken, on the MoE website (in
cases when the decision is taken on a proposedtttiat is included in the list of the types of
proposed activities that must be made subjectAg &ko ininformaciniai PraneSimaithe
supplement to the Official GazeM@lstyl¥s Ziniod. The notice must contain the contents of the
decision and all conditions related thereto; thenmesasons on which the decision-making was
based, and information on measures envisioneddiol amitigate or compensate the adverse
environmental impact of the proposed activity. Bibtt decision and the notice contain the
aspects of public information and participatioritiea EIA procedure. The form of the decision
and the information notice on the decision takeapisroved by the law.

110. Upon receipt of the decision from the competenhauity on the permissibility of the
proposed activity on the chosen site, the developest notify the public thereof also within 10
working days, by publishing information on the issaf the decision of the competent authority
with respect to the permissibility of the proposetivity on the chosen site in the public
information media (those that published informatiomthe screening conclusion and the
drawing up of the programme).

XVI. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 6

111. No information was provided under this heading.
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XVIl.  FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICA  TION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 6

112. No information was provided under this heading.

XVIIl. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENT ATION OF
ARTICLE 6

113. No information was provided under this heading.

XIX. PRACTICAL AND/OR OTHER PROVISIONS MADE FOR TH E PUBLIC TO
PARTICIPATE DURING THE PREPARATION OF PLANS AND PRO. GRAMMES
RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

114. The Procedure for Strategic Environmental Impacgessment of Plans and Programmes,
approved by a resolution of the Government of tepulic of Lithuaniagives the definition of
"the public". The public means one or more natardégal persons, and their associations,
organizations or groups. The Procedure for StratEégvironmental Impact Assessment of Plans
and Programmes ensures that consultations withuhkc will be conducted and that the results
of these consultations and other procedures emgsptiblicity will be taken into account; that the
public will be able to participate in evaluating@tbolutions of land-use planning documents and
other plans and programmes, and that the orgaaizbe preparation of a plan or programme
will inform the public of the decision taken. lidacision is taken not to carry out strategic EIA,
the organizer of the preparation of a plan or pgogne informs the public of the venue where
the reasons for such a decision will be made aveailm the public. The organiser of the
preparation of a plan or programme consults wighpthblic and presents to it a prepared report
and a draft plan or programme and, where solutiétise land-use planning documents are
evaluated, a report and solutions prepared intdgesof developing the concept of the plan. The
organizer of the preparation of a plan or progranmfms the public of the following: the
decision taken; the venue where the plan or programould be deposited for examination by
the public; measures envisioned for monitoringithpgact of implementation of the plan or
programme; a brief description indicating how eommental issues are reflected in the plan or
programme; how information provided, conclusiomsrfrassessment entities and proposals from
the public were taken into consideration in decigiozaking; how account was taken of the
results of transboundary consultations, if anyjegision-making, and why, taking into account
the other alternatives discussed, the adoptedoreddithe concept of the plan, programme or
land-use document was chosen.

115. The Procedure for Public Participation in the Pdures of Strategic Environmental
Impact Assessment of Plans and Programmes andrafmm of Assessment Bodies and EU
Member States, approved by an order of the MolB@Republic of Lithuania, ensures an
opportunity for the public to participate in strgiteenvironmental assessment of plans or
programmes, consultations with the public and grodpinity for the public to participate in an
open discussion of the strategic environmental chpasessment report and to have access to
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the decisions taken with respect to the adoptiaicrapproval of a plan or programme. Under
this Procedure, public participation procedureuite:

(&) A notice on strategic environmental assessmenlaoispr programmes;

(b) A public hearing on the report of strategic envimemtal assessment of plans or
programmes and a draft plan or programme;

(c) Information on the decision taken on the approv¥ahe plan or programme.

116. In carrying out the publicity procedures for largkeplanning and strategic environmental
assessment and EIA of plans or programmes, akoisi and NGOs participating in the public
hearing procedure are registered, their presentatice incorporated in the minutes and the
proposals made are registered and evaluated imdsroze with the established procedure.

117. Documents of public consultations (statements oppsals made, minutes of the public
hearing, the list of participants and informationrmtices) constitute an integral part of the
strategic environmental assessment report. Thusnwiaking decisions, the competent
authorities have statistical data on public pgstition.

118. Public participation in the preparation of land-p&Enning documents in Lithuania is
regulated by théaw on Land-Use Planning of the Republic of Lithaaand the Procedure for
Public Participation in the Land-Use Planning Pduge, approved by Resolution of the
Government of the Republic of Lithuania No 247 éfMarch 2007. Pursuant to these laws, the
public may participate in the preparation and disen of land-use planning documents
(comprehensive, special and detailed plans).

119. Public participation is an'integral part of thedawmse planning procedure involving the
preparation of comprehensive, special and detailed plans. Public and municipal authorities
or bodies organising the planning procedure pulflisthe press and on the website) notices on
the start of preparation of a land-use planningudeent and opportunities for making proposals,
hold consultations with the public concerned regmydhe solutions; make the solutions
available to the public, organize a public displ@gister proposals received and analyse them
together with the organizer, take into consideratioreject proposals on reasonable grounds
giving notice thereof to the applicants, discusyppsals with the public concerned at a
conference or public hearing, as the case maydseraing to the approved regulations. At least
two months must be reserved for the public to feeess to the prepared land-use planning
documents at the national or regional level, ofctat least one month must be reserved for a
public display; one month for access to preparedprehensive and special land-use planning
documents at the regional level, 15 working daysafpublic display; 20 working days for
detailed plans, of which 10 working days for a prbdisplay, and 10 working days for detailed
and special plans prepared in accordance withitimglifed procedure. Pursuant to the above
mentioned regulations, the public must also bermém of the approval of a land-use planning
document. Solutions of the approved land-use ptapdocument should be made accessible at
the authority which organised the planning proceddn approved municipal comprehensive
land-use plan is published on the website of tepeetive municipality, while an approved
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national or regional land-use planning documeptislished on the website/fvw.valstybes-
zinios.lf) of the Official Gazett&/alstyl¥s Zinios

120. In 2006, the MoE began the preparation of a dragr@dment to the National Strategic
Waste Management Plan. The Government of the RiepafiLithuania approved the National
Strategic Waste Management Plan by Resolution g B2 31 October 2007 (Official Gazette
Valstyles Zinios 2007, No 122-5003).

121. Pursuant to the requirements of the Proceduretfategjic Environmental Impact
Assessment of Plans and Programmes, approved lojuRes of the Government of the

Republic of Lithuania No 967 of 18 August (Officiahzettevalstyls Zinios 2004, No 130-

4650; 2007, No 131-5292), the application of tlategic environmental impact assessment
procedures to the National Strategic Waste ManageRlan as a strategic document of the
waste management sector is obligatory. Under tipgirements of the aforementioned
Procedure, the public is granted the right to pgudite in the strategic environmental assessment
procedure.

122. As the Ministry of Environment has begun the pragian of a document that defines the
scope of the National Strategic Waste Managemet, ifl accordance with the requirements of
Order of the Minister of Environment No D1-455 af Rugust 2004 On the Approval of the
Procedure for Public Participation in the ProcedweStrategic Environmental Impact
Assessment of Plans and Programmes and Informaitidesessment Bodies and European
Union Member States (Official GazeWalstylés Zinios 2004, No 136-4970), information
thereof was published on the MoE website and irdthly Lietuvos Rytasn 14 May 2007. No
proposals or comments from the public were recedwathg this stage. Upon preparation of the
strategic environmental impact assessment repahieoNational Strategic Waste Management
Plan, the website of the Ministry of Environmentidhe 14 May 2007 issue of the daily
Lietuvos Rytagublished information on the public access tostnategic environmental impact
assessment report and the prepared draft Natiorae§ic Waste Management Plan, and on the
opportunity to make comments or proposals witheesfp these documents. The notices
indicated that the strategic environmental impastasment report and the draft National
Strategic Waste Management Plan would be madead@ito the public on 13 June 2007. In
carrying out strategic environmental impact assessmof the National Strategic Waste
Management, the public had every opportunity teeasthe strategic environmental impact
assessment documents and the draft National Stratdéaste Management Plan.

123. Article 7(2) of the Law on Ambient Air Protectiot the Republic of Lithuania (Official
Gazettevalstykes Zinios 1999, No 98-2813) stipulates that programmesgvezpby

municipalities on attaining the limit values for bient air pollution levels and further reduction

of the levels of pollution shall be open and maelable to the public, while Article 9 thereof
establishes that whenever an alert threshold isesdad, municipalities, the Ministry of
Environment or other authorities concerned shaétirm the public thereof without delay and

take measures to reduce the risk to human healtith@renvironment. To provide appropriate
conditions for making ambient air pollution redoctiprogrammes under preparation available to
the public and for public participation in decisioraking, the Procedure for Public Information
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and Participation in the Preparation of Plans amngf@mmes Relating to Ambient Air and

Water Protection and Waste Management was apptoy€xtder of the Minister of

Environment No D1-381 of 26 July 2005 (Official @éeValstylws Zinios 2005, No 102-

3789). Also, to ensure that information on ambainguality is made available to the public and
authorities concerned that could take immediatesones to reduce the risk to human health and
the environment in case an alert or informatioeshold has been exceeded, the Minister of
Environment and the Minister of Health approvedPRinecedure for the Provision of Information
to the Public and Authorities Concerned on the Iseeé Ambient Air Pollution That Exceed

Alert and Information Thresholds by Order D1-265IB6 of 26 May 2005 (Official Gazette
Valstylss Zinios 2005, No 74-2688).

124. By Order of the MoE of the Republic of Lithuania B4-363 of 2004 On the Amendment
to Order of the Minister of Environment No 656 df Recember 2002 On the Approval of the
Regulations for the Preparation of Management R¥éaiNational Parks, Biosphere Reservations
and Conservation Areas, an amended version of éigellRtions for the Preparation of
Management Plans of National Parks, Biosphere Rasens and Conservation Areas was
approved in accordance with thaw on Land-Use Planning of the Republic of Lithaaihese
Regulations establish a procedure for the premarati management plans (hereinafter
“management plans”) of national parks, biosphesemations and conservation areas, as well as
the relations of participants in the planning prhge. Management plans are documents of
special land-use planning that are prepared fatdeape management zones of national parks,
biosphere reservations and conservation areashairdeégulations, for directions and measures
of the protection and management of natural anai@ilheritage area complexes and sites, as
well as for establishing landscaping, recreatidrastructure building and other management
measures. Management plans are prepared by adpitidessionals and legal persons if their
statutes provide for the land-use planning acésitNGOs and natural and legal persons may
participate in the procedure of preparation of ng@naent plans in accordance with the
procedure prescribed by the Law on Land-Use Planaid relevant laws and regulations. The
public also participates in the main stages of @ragion of management plans: the preliminary
stage that involves the establishment of the gmadsobjectives of planning, preparation and
approval of the planning works programme, perforoeanf the necessary research, publication
of information on the decision taken with respecthte start of preparation of management plans
and the planning goals, and the final stage thetives the discussion and agreement of the
solutions, i.e. consultations or public hearinggeament with authorities, settlement of disputes,
checking, approval and registration with the laisd-planning register.
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XX. OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE PREPARATION
OF POLICIES RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 7

125. The public (natural and legal persons or groupeetifeassociations and organisations) is
provided opportunities to participate in the lars-planning procedure from the early stages:
the public is informed about the start of preparatf land-use planning documents, has access
to prepared land-use planning documents and mafppuard proposals regarding the solutions.
The organiser of planning and the developer andlysse proposals, take them into
consideration or reject them and give written eptio the applicants. Information about the start
of preparation of a land-use planning documeraccordance with the level of land-use
planning, is published in the national or localgsrand on the website of the authority which
organised the planning procedure.

126. In cases when the rights of the organizer of plagninder the established procedure, are
assigned to a natural or legal person that bearssggponsibility for public participation in the
procedure of preparation of a detailed plan, thieaitiies involved in the agreement of the
detailed plan and the Land-Use Planning and CartstruRegulatory Authority which prepares
the conclusion on the approval must check whetreptiblic participation procedures have not
been violated.

XXI. OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION O F ARTICLE 7

127. One of the obstacles is the specification of coraptary measures with respect to property
in the stage of planning and strategic environmerstsessment. Recently, the public has raised
more questions unrelated to EIA, environmentalgmitidon and public health, but related to
property relations. The public often objects todngount of compensation payments. There have
been cases when the proposed activity was noedaorit as there was no agreement reached on
the amount of compensation payments. Occasior@lynter-planning has been commenced in
the same territory.

128. In the preparation and EIA of plans and programiméise early stage, a lack of data on

specific solutions and likely impacts associatethwisk assessment has been observed.
Assessment of alternatives has been complicated.

XXIl.  'FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICA  TION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7

129. No information was provided under this heading

XXIIl. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION OF
ARTICLE 7
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130. http://www.am.lt(see section on article 6)ttp://www.vstt.I{ the website of the State
Service for Protected Areas publishes informatiorihe land-use planning procedures under
way. The website has up to 150 visitors daily.

XXIV.  EFFORTS MADE TO PROMOTE EFFECTIVE PUBLIC PAR TICIPATION
DURING THE PREPARATION BY PUBLIC AUTHORITIES OF EXE CUTIVE
REGULATIONS AND OTHER GENERALLY APPLICABLE LEGALLY  BINDING
RULES THAT MAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENV IRONMENT
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 8

131. Public participation in the preparation of legadtmuments (including those in the field of
environmental policy) in Lithuania is regulated eting to the general provisions laid down in
theLaw on Civil Legislative Initiativevhich guarantees the right of the public to leise
initiatives. This right is also guaranteed in tlaav on Petitionsvhich allows applying to public
authorities in requesting or proposing solutionsigmificant problems when they involve
adopting, amending, supplementing or repealingffactave law. According to theaw on Civil
Legislative Initiative proposals regarding the preparation of a legdfuiment may be made by
all citizens, and the Statute of the Parliamenti¢hes 126, 143, 147, etc.) provides for the
opportunity to submit draft laws for public debaf&e Decision of the Parliament Board On
Public Access to Draft Laws and Other Legal Insteats has established thatormaciniai
Pranesimaj the supplement to the Official Gazet#talstykés Zinios will publish those drafts

laws and legal instruments which have been regdtesith the secretariat of the Parliament
sessions. Article 7 of theaw on Public Administratioalso states that on issues relating to
decisions of administrative regulation, which camcgeneral legitimate community interests and
affect a large section of the community, public adstration institutions must consult the
organisations representing the interests of anogpiate section of the public (associations, trade
unions, public organisations, representatives ls¢iloNGOs) and, in cases provided for by the
law, hold consultations with the public as well.

132. The Rules of Procedure of the MoE (approved byMb& on 1 June 2006) also state that
task forces may be set up by an order of the Ministr the preparation of draft laws and may

include representatives of the MoE, other ministrauthorities under the MoE, the Government
and other bodies and companies and organizations.

XXV. < OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION O F ARTICLE 8

133. No obstacles were encountered in the implementafianticle 8.

XXVI. FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICA TION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 8

134. No information was provided under this heading.
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XXVII. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENT ATION OF
ARTICLE 8

135. Website of the Parliament of the Republic of Lithisawww.Irs.It; website of the Ministry
of Environmentvww.am. |t

XXVIIl.  LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND OTHER MEASURES
IMPLEMENTING THE PROVISIONS ON ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ARTICLE 9

Article 9, paragraph 1

136. Chapter IV of thd.aw on the Right to Receive Information from Sgetté Municipal
Authoritiesregulates the review procedure for decisions efatlithorities on access to
information. Under the provisions of the Law, persevho requested information about the
activities of the authority and did not receivavithin the time limits laid down in the law or
received inaccurate and partial information aréledtto appeal against the decision of the
authority to the Commission for Administrative Diges in accordance with the procedure
prescribed by theaw on Administrative Proceedingse. complaints of this nature are subject to
the advance extrajudicial procedure of disputdesatnt. If the applicant is not satisfied with the
decision of the Commission for Administrative Diggg} he may appeal to the administrative
court in accordance with the procedure laid dowth@Law on Administrative Proceedings

137. Section 13 of the Procedure states that a persorregduests information from a public or
municipal authority and thinks that the environna¢imformation provided is not accurate or
full, may request additional information from thetlzority. If the public or municipal authority
fails to provide additional information within thpeescribed time limit or gives a justified refusal
to do so, the person is entitled to appeal ag#esactions of the authority according to the
procedure prescribed by the law and other leg&iungents, i.e. under the procedure stipulated
in theLaw on Administrative Proceeding® the Commission for Administrative Disputes.

138. Section 17 of the Procedure also regulates thé¢ oigh person to appeal against the
decision of an authority to refuse to give accessformation which, according to the
requirements of the law or on other justified grdsinrmay not be subject to disclosure (e.qg.
private information, a state or official secretprooercial secrets). The Commission for
Administrative Disputes reviews applications froergons free of charge. The Commissions for
Administrative Disputes review disputes relateddoess to information in accordance with the
Law on Commissions for Administrative Dispugasd their decisions are binding on public
administration bodies (article 15).

Article 9, paragraph 2

139. Persons, including representatives of the publio think that their rights have been
violated, pursuant to article 11 of thaw on Commissions for Administrative Dispyutee

entitled to apply to the Commission for the Admirasive Disputes with respect to issues within
the competence of the Commission. An identical isiom is stipulated in article 5 of the Law on



ECE/MP.PP/IR/2008/LTU
Page 36

Administrative Proceedings which regulates thetragteach individual to apply to a court, in
accordance with the procedure prescribed by theflawprotection of an infringed or disputed
right or an interest protected by the law. The spnogisions are also laid down in article 5 of
the Code of Civil Procedure of the Republic of Liimia.

Article 9, paragraph 3

140. Under the provisions of article 71 of thaw on Administrative Proceeding$e court at

the justified request of the parties to the progggsior at its own discretion may apply measures
to secure the claim, i.e. prohibit performanceestain actions or suspend the validity of the
disputed legal instrument. article 7(8) of tteav on Environmental Protecticalso states that
individuals, public organizations, other legal avadural persons are entitled to file a complaint
(application) in accordance with the procedure gibed by the law of the Republic of

Lithuania, demanding punishment for persons listndazardous impact on the environment,
and for officials if their decisions or acts (onsss) violated the rights of individuals, public
organizations, and other legal and natural persoingerests protected by the law.

Article 9, paragraph 4

141. TheLaw on Public Administratiothat is complied with by public and municipal
authorities in reviewing requests and complaintmdividuals, stipulates that the decision
regarding the requests submitted must also sp@fappeal procedure (article 8), informing the
individual of his or her right to appeal agains ttecision that does not satisfy him or her.
Article 9, paragraph 5

142. Section 17 of the Procedure states that refugaiaeide exempted information must

include the reason of refusal and the explanati@anampportunity to appeal against the decision
in accordance with the procedure prescribed byativeand other legal instruments.

XXIX." OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ARTICLE 9

143. No obstacles were encountered in the implementatianticle 9.

XXX.  'FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE PRACTICAL APPLICAT ION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 9

144. Practice in this field is only in the developmehtpe in Lithuania. The first legal
proceedings are currently taking place.
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XXXI. WEBSITE ADDRESSES RELEVANT TO THE IMPLEMENTA TION
OF ARTICLE 9

145. Draft laws and enacted laws are available on tmeehpage and in the section “Legal

Information” on the website of the MoEnyw.am.l), or on the website of the Parliament of the
Republic of Lithuaniaww.Irs.lt).

XXXIl. CONTRIBUTION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE C ONVENTION TO
THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT OF EVERY PERSON OF PRESENT AND
FUTURE GENERATIONS TO LIVE IN AN ENVIRONMENT ADEQUA TE TO HIS OR
HER HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

146. No information was provided under this heading.
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